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President’s Message
Good day, neighbours!
Updates from the Stonebridge community association: our Annual General
Meeting will be Wednesday, April 17th, 8PM, in the Community Resource
Room at the Chief Whitecap / St Kateri Tekakwitha Catholic School building,
where the community association executive will be voted in. If you are
interested in volunteering for our board, let me know at
ourstonebridge.info@gmail.com. Particular areas that we need assistance
with are the Indoor Programs Coordinator and Basketball Coordinator,
Special Events Coordinator and Newsletter Coordinator.
Spring programming is coming up, with registration beginning online on
February 25th, and outdoor programs starting up in May. More details are
available in this newsletter, with updates on our website as they come
available - ourstonebridge.ca. One of the added benefits of signing up for
community association programming is getting to know people from our
neighbourhood!
We are very excited about the fundraising efforts for the anticipated rink
build, which is planned behind the Stonebridge schools in Alexander
MacGillivray Young Park (adjacent to the spray park). We are very grateful
to our volunteers, who are making great progress towards our goal, and to
the local Stonebridge businesses who are helping us on our path to make
our dreams a reality!
We are always looking for further support and volunteers to help with
community events and initiatives. Always look to our website for the latest
community and civic news, City of Saskatoon updates, and programs offered
by the community association. You can also follow our community
association page on facebook for notifications on what we’ve got coming up.
You can contact me with feedback or suggestions at
ourstonebridge.info@gmail.com.
Alena Sherwood
Stonebridge Community Association
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Soccer Registration
PROGRAMS ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE – VISIT OUR WEBSITE (ourstonebridge.ca) FOR LATEST INFORMATION.

Registration beginning online on February 25th
OUTDOOR KINDER SOCCER
Learning basic soccer skills while having fun! Coaches are needed please consider signing up to coach when registering (no experience necessary!) Kids born in 2015 &
2016. Choose either Tuesday 6pm-6:45pm, Wednesday 6pm-6:45pm or Thursday 6pm-6:45pm. Dates:
May 1st to June 25th
(start date may be delayed -weather & field condition dependent).
Location: Alexander MacGillivray Young Park. Cost: $30
OUTDOOR SOCCER: U5 TO U9
Outdoor soccer season runs from May 1 to June 27, 2019.
Saskatoon Youth Soccer will schedule the games for U5, U7 and U9; the Stonebridge CA does not have
control over the schedule. Practices are at the discretion of the coaches and will be scheduled by the
coaches. Players will require shin guards, socks and either cleats or running shoes; a team jersey will
be provided for the season. We do not have a limit for on-time registrations, but we do need coaches to
volunteer for the number of teams/players registered. Please consider volunteering to coach!!
Certification for coaches is offered through Saskatoon Youth Soccer – any certification fees will be
covered by either SYSI or the community association. We cannot offer our soccer programs without a
coach for each team. Registrations will be canceled and refunded if the team does not have a coach.
Under 5 COED (born 2014):
8 games on grass fields, 3v3 format. Mon/Tues, 6pm & 7pm (possible Fri) PLUS Mini FOS
Tournament (June 7-9) and Tim Hortons Jamboree (Sun June 23). Cost: $65
Under-7 BOYS/GIRLS (born 2012 / 2013):
8 games on grass fields, 4v4 format (includes keeper). Weds/Thurs (possible Fri) PLUS Mini-FOS
Tournament (June 7-9) and Tim Hortons Jamboree (Sun June 23). Cost: $75
Under-9 BOYS/GIRLS (born 2010 / 2011):
8 games on grass fields, 5v5 format (includes keeper). Mon/Tues (possible Fri) PLUS Mini-FOS
Tournament (June 7-9). Cost: $85
Questions or want to volunteer to Coach? Email Blair and Eric at Stonebridge.soccer@gmail.com.

SOFTBALL
Sign-up for the Saskatoon Raiders is directly through the zone at www.saskatoonraiders.com

BASEBALL
Sign-up for the Saskatoon Cardinals is directly through the zone at www.saskatooncardinals.com
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The Big Shred
On Saturday, May 4 from 9
am - 12 noon, bring your old
paper to the ‘Big Shred’ in
the parking lot of McClure
United Church at 4025
Taylor St. (at McKercher)!
The service is by donation
(suggested $10 per paper
box, or $5 per shopping bag)
to assist the McClure Place
Foundation
Protect your family against
personal identity theft!
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Train Whistle Update
Background
There have been a number of complaints over the years related to train whistle noise just outside
the city limits at the south-east corner of Stonebridge. The reason there is a lot of whistle noise at
this location is because there is an uncontrolled crossing in the RM of Corman Park, and operators
are required by CN policy to use the whistle at these locations.
First Step now Approved and Funded
City Council approved a report that would allow the city to partner with the RM to complete an atgrade safety assessment, which is the first step required to proceed with a request for whistle
cessation from Transportation Canada. Previous requests for the RM to do this work were not
approved, but the most recent request and offer to partner on the expenses (which total about
$10,000) have changed the outcome. It’s just the first step in the process, but it’s a positive one and
is thanks in large part to the advocacy of Stonebridge residents.
A special thank-you to Ted Hansen whose work with presenting to City Council and communicating
with contacts from the RM was instrumental in making this happen.
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Why Landscaping is Not As Expensive as You Think:
Did you know that studies put the return on investment (ROI) for landscaping improvements
at 100% up to 1000%? What does this mean for you?
•

This means that for every dollar you put into landscaping, the value of your property will increase by
the same amount or more! Your hard-earned cash hasn’t gone away – it has been added to the equity
in your home. But the bonus is that you also get to enjoy the beauty of your yard at the same time.

•

Why is the ROI so high compared to other home improvement? For example, an upscale bathroom
remodel will only get you 60%. The answer: first impressions matter when selling or renting and an
attractive curb appeal is a big part of that.

•

Not all landscaping projects have the same ROI though. High return improvements are: healthy grass,
well-placed trees, colourful shrubs & perennials, and wood decks. Features with low ROI are: pools,
outdoor lighting, and very large gardens.

•

Don’t have extra money? You can do a lot on your own including keeping the grass green and weedfree, planting flowers or grass from seed, edging, pruning, and mulching. Check out the City of
Saskatoon tree planting program, you might be eligible for a free tree
(https://www.saskatoon.ca/webform/request-tree).

•

Harness the power of time. Just like stocks and bonds, a landscape can appreciate as it grows. A
large tree is worth more than a small tree, so get invested sooner rather than later. But, consider the
full-grown size of trees and shrubs when planting. A poorly-placed or overgrown tree/shrub that
crowds the house will actually lower your property value.

•

Beware of the cheap shrubs and trees from big box stores and warehouse stores. They often aren’t
tough enough for Saskatoon and you will lose your money when they die or turn ugly brown. Better to
buy from a local nursery. Don’t buy anything that “requires winter mulching” which is code for “will
probably die”.

•

Other simple ways to improve curb appeal are painting the front door, pots of colourful flowers, a new
mailbox, and adding attractive house numbers.

Source: How much value does landscaping add to your home when selling? from The Washington Post
https://wapo.st/1aizawT?tid=ss_mail&utm_term=.2807576363d9
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Ice Rinks, Ponds and Skating
A Rink for Stonebridge!
Fundraising is underway for an outdoor rink for Stonebridge. The location of the new rink will be
behind the schools beside the spray park.
A GoFundMe account has been set up and is now accepting donations!
https://www.gofundme.com/help-build-a-rink-in-stonebridge
Also check out SCA on Facebook for details on our awesome new fundraising partnerships with:
•
•

Kia of Saskatoon
Rock Creek Tap & Grill

Looking for a Rink?
To help promote all of the amazing outdoor rinks operated by Community Associations across the
city, the City of Saskatoon has added an interactive map on their website to help residents find a
community rink to visit. The map shows the rink address, supervision hours, and even a picture to
show off the rink! Try it out at: http://bit.ly/2nKR7wd
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Take your time with deciding because a tree is going to outlive you. It’s a
permanent feature (more or less) in the landscape, and thoughtfulness will
serve you well. Privacy long term is better than privacy instantly, and you’ll be
happier in the long run and your neighbourhood will be better for it.
Lyndon Penner is a gardener and landscape designer who grew up in rural
Saskatchewan. He is the author of several books about gardening in a
challenging climate, including ‘The Prairie Short Season Yard’, ‘Garden
Design for the Short Season Yard’, and ‘Native Plants for the Short Season
Yard’.
The SCA is pleased to welcome Lyndon as a guest author for this issue.
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Free Family Day Skate
Bring your skates and safety gear to the
Clarence Downey Speed Skating Oval on
Monday Feb. 18th 2-4 p.m. (Dudley Street and
Ave. R S.) or stay warm inside with free
activities at the Cosmo Civic Centre.

Do you have a Snow Angel?
Has a neighbour been kind enough to clear your
walkway or driveway of snow or ice for you? The
City of Saskatoon recognizes snow angels with a
thank-you card and entry into a prize draw.
Nominate them at…
https://www.saskatoon.ca/webform/form-snow-angelsubmission
or mail in their name and phone# to:
Snow Angel, City of Saskatoon
330 Ontario Avenue
Saskatoon SK S7K 1S3
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